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THE DANIEL LEE DORWARD COMPASSIONATE FUND FOR SICK KIDS

NEWSLETTER #6                                   December, 2008
written by Donna Dorward
President’s Message:

It’s hard to believe Christmas is just around the corner once again.  In the midst of shopping, baking, and sending Christmas cards, I realized that a newsletter has not been done since September 2007.  It has been a busy year for some of our board members.  Our Vice-President and Fundraising Director (Dana Dorward) made me a first-time Grandma with the birth of her daughter Brooke on March 3rd.  Brooke was only 3 lb 9 oz when she was born, but she has certainly made up for her slow start – she is now a whopping 19 lb, and a real sweetie.  The rotator cuff surgery I had in May required a very long and slow recovery.  Being my right arm, there wasn’t much I was able to do.  It was very frustrating not being able to drive or use the computer.    September brought about a different kind of excitement when I became engaged to a wonderful man I met on the internet.  We are getting married January 24th, so between wedding plans and Christmas preparations, it is a very busy time.  My surname will be changed from Dorward to Friesen after our wedding.
It has also been a busy year for the charity.  We have assembled a complete summary of our financial activities for the first five years of operation.  Once we receive some missing documentation, it will be sent to the auditor and then be part of the compilation of our business plan.  Since our last newsletter we have had 12 referrals and have helped these families in the total amount of approximately $7,500.00.
Our assistance to these families was made possible by the generous support of the Winnipeg Goldeyes Field of Dreams Fdn., Randall Plumbing & Heating Ltd., and your private donations.  Computer Boulevard (CBIT) generously supplied a laptop computer and all the necessary hardware and software to one of our clients.  Their generosity saved us at least $2,000.00 which we were able to apply to other referrals.  Dufresne Furniture provided a discount and free shipping for a washer and dryer to another one of our clients.  Private donations and funds remaining from previous years covered the other costs.  None of the donations were used for administration expenses in the 2007-2008 fiscal year.  A full list of our corporate supporters is available on our website, and we would encourage you to favour those businesses.
On behalf of the Board of Directors, I would like to wish you and yours a very Merry Christmas and best wishes for a healthy, happy and prosperous year in 2009.

Contact Information

Mailing address:  263-3336 Portage Avenue, Winnipeg, MB  R3K 2H9

Telephone:  204-837-6038

Fax:            204-897-3236

E-mail:  dorwardd@hotmail.com
* Website:  www.dorwardcompassionatefund.com
* This is our new website – the old website is no longer running

to unsubscribe from this newsletter, or if you have a change of address or e-mail address, please contact me by phone or e-mail
Sisters of the Holy Rock:
In November 2008 we were thrilled to present our fundraiser at Westwood Community Church.  They presented a very enjoyable program and it was a very successful fundraiser.  This fundraiser was done to provide funds for administration costs.  

Several people have approached me to find out if we would be having Sisters of the Holy Rock do another fundraiser with us in the near future.  We do not have another date scheduled at this time, but we will likely invite them again sometime in the future.

Upcoming fundraisers:

As we have done for the past few years, we will again be assisting the Kinsmen in selling tickets for their draw which takes place at the Red River Ex.  We have not yet been advised when these tickets will be available, or what the prizes will be, but the tickets are usually sold between March and June.
We are currently negotiating a date with the Air Command Band.  They have agreed to do a concert for us in either the spring or fall of 2009.  Watch for posters and other publicity, or check out our website for more information.

Safeway We Care Program:

Unfortunately Safeway has discontinued their We Care Program.  This program allowed charities and other organizations to fundraise in the stores with the help of campaigns they organized.  They are now funding four large charities each year.  This decision has a huge impact on our charity.

Large charitable organizations have the advantages of being well known and popular, and also have huge amounts of funding available to organize large fundraising campaigns.  Small charities like ours cannot compete against these huge organizations, so losing the opportunity to fundraise with Safeway will definitely affect the amount of funds available to help the families referred to us.
We now need greater contributions from the public in order to ensure we still have enough funds available to help when we are called upon.  We are also working on a business plan to present to corporations to increase their donations to our charity.

There are ways you can help without digging further into your pocketbook.  If you are planning a funeral, consider naming us as your charity of choice.  We will make sure brochures are available for you.  In lieu of newspaper memorials, your money could be put to good use helping families with sick kids.  If your workplace holds a charitable event, ask if the funds could be directed to our charity.  Our charity could also be named in your will.  Some of our contributors send donations on an annual basis; others send donations to mark special dates, memorials, or celebrations. 

Donations should be made payable to Health Sciences Centre Foundation in trust and mailed to 263-3336 Portage Ave., Winnipeg, MB  R3K 2H9.  Tax receipts will be issued for all donations of $10.00 or more.  To those who have already sent their annual donations, thank you again.
Volunteering:
Volunteers are always needed, and especially volunteers with cars.  We are trying to form a committee that will look after distributing brochures to various places, and replenishing them as necessary.

We will also need people to help sell the Kinsmen tickets – either to people you know, or by sitting at a booth designated to us by the Kinsmen.  Tickets will also have to be sold and posters put up for the Air Command Band concert and possibly a bingo bowl.  Please call me at 837-6038 or Johanna at 661-2806 if you are interested.
We still have Board positions available.  People with fundraising or publicity experience would be especially welcome.  Our board meetings are usually held the 2nd Tuesday of January, April, July and September.

Obtaining information:
If you would like more information on our charity, how to receive funding, or for brochures or extra copies of the newsletter, please let me know.  
MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR!
